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6th December 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Things to celebrate so far this term: 

 

Section 48 RE Inspection – Two inspectors from the Diocese visited us in November. We have finally 

received the draft report and this will be shared with you next week via the school website. The overall 

judgement was Good with relationships and behaviour and the level of care for all in the school judged to be 

outstanding. We are very proud of our pupils for their most excellent contribution to this inspection and we will 

be rewarding them with an ice-cream man visit before the end of term. 

 

 

The Lego Challenge – A team of four Y6 boys attended the Lego Challenge event at Wolverhampton 

Art gallery in November, accompanied by Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Heath. They had to construct a vehicle 

and programme this to follow a range of instructions. The boys did so well because of the most excellent 

teamwork – resulting in them coming in third place. They are therefore in the final at Cosford Air 

Museum in February – well done boys. 

 

 
 

Anti-bullying week – Every November we have a curriculum focus of Anti-bullying. The theme this year 

was ‘All different, all equal.’ Each class engaged in age-appropriate learning on this issue, such as 

posters, poetry, etc. following the Anti-bullying alliance guidance. 

 

‘This taught me that everyone is different and we all need to accept our differences  

and celebrate these.’ (Alex, Y4) 

 

‘Everyone should be treated the same and all are unique in their own way.’ (Heidi, Y6) 

 

Y4 visit to the German Market – yet again a fantastic event where pupils had the opportunity to put 

their German speaking skills into practice whilst enjoying the festivities.  
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Fundraising – Thank you to all of you for your generosity in providing items for the Christmas fete and 

supporting the school discos. These events will help us in our efforts to replace the outdoor play 

equipment for the Nursery. Thank you also for your continued support for the British Legion. This year 

we raised £XXX for this cause.  

 

As per previous years, we are selling the Compton Hospice Christmas Keyrings during break times 

on the approach to Christmas- £1:10 each – all proceeds go to Compton Hospice. 

 

Fr Brendan’s leaving Mass – thank you to those of you who gave donations for Fr Brendan and for 

those of you who attended the mass. It was a lovely occasion and was very much appreciated by Fr 

Brendan – who thanks you for your generosity and kind words. We used the money to purchase some 

pieces of religious art, including the piece below, plus a Waterstones voucher. 
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Forthcoming events:  

 

Christmas fete – We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Christmas Fete on Friday 

afternoon. For those of you who have paid to see Santa, please swap your ticket on arrival for a raffle 

ticket which will link to a time slot. This will reduce the amount of time that you are waiting in a queue. 

Last year this event made an impressive £1921 which helped to fund KS1 play equipment – we hope to 

do even better this year. 

 

Nativities for Nursery and Y1/4 – please ensure that you have booked your places using the online 

booking system. If there are any additional tickets available, you will be informed by text on the day prior 

to the event. Booking is not required for the Reception nativity as there is plenty of room in the church. 

 

Parishioners Christmas Meal – We welcome 65 members of the parish to Christmas Dinner next 

Tuesday. The room is decorated and waited upon by the Y6 pupils as part of their Confirmation 

preparation as service to others - it is a lovely community event.  

 

School Choir – The choir will be singing at the annual Army Reserves Concert at Our Lady of Perpetual 

Succour Church, Cannock Rd, on Tuesday 12th December. This is a very impressive event as it is led by 

the Army Reserves brass band – all are welcome. 

 

Disco arrangements and visit to Birmingham Old Rep Theatre for Y5/6 Tuesday 19th December – 

KS1 discos will now run from 3pm-4:15pm (not 4pm as previously stated) and KS2 will run from 

4:30-5:45pm. All pupils can come to school in their disco clothes on this day. Please make careful 

choices about shoes so that they are safe on the playground (they could always bring a change of shoes 

in their bag). These timings are to accommodate the Y5/6 visit to the theatre, which was moved from our 

reserved date. This way all pupils will be back in good time. Any pupils not attending the disco from Y5/6 

can be collected from the back of school at 4:30pm. 

 

Parking in the local area – parking is always an issue for schools and therefore the local residents. 

Please be considerate when parking and take care not to block drives or restrict the view at junctions. 

 

Adults coming into the building – SAFEGUARDING – All of the adults that work directly with your 

children (school staff) or indirectly (such as catering staff, school nurses, etc.) are DBS checked to 

ensure that they do not have any convictions. We also have the duty to ensure that unknown/unchecked 

adults are supervised in the building. Therefore, we must insist that adults do not enter the building 

unless invited to do so. Reception parents are welcomed daily into their child’s class area, but must not 

go beyond this. Parents are also enabled in accessing the school office – but again should not go 

beyond this. Therefore, should you wish to access the lost property bin you must ask permission and be 

escorted. Parents must not wait outside the hall entrance following an assembly as again they are 

unaccompanied and this is not appropriate. If you are seen to be doing so you will be politely asked to 

move outside. These arrangements are in place to safeguard all of our children. 

 

Other news: 

 

We welcome back Mrs Adams from her maternity leave on Monday 11th December. Mrs Bond and Mrs 

Adams will be sharing the teaching of St Maximillian’s Class from January 2018.  

 

Reception applications – deadline for online applications is midnight 15th January 2018. Parents of 

Nursery pupils - please do not miss the deadline and ask if you need any support. 
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Thank you to those of you who responded to the Parent View survey. The results below are the 

percentage of responses from a range of 103 people. For those of you that want further advice with how 

to support your child with homework – please come and speak with me and I can ensure that a specific 

resource is compiled to support you with this as the demands for each year group are different. Please 

also remember that staff are available to speak to at the end of each day. 

 

The overall rating given by parents for the MarvelousMe app was 4.3 / 5. I am very pleased that this app 

is of help to you. This app was purchased because of previous feedback that parents had provided to us 

regarding communication. 

 

 

 
 

 

Any general actions that are taken in response to these results will be shared with you in a ‘You said, we 

did,’ report next term. 

 

Thank you. I look forward to seeing you over the Christmas period. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs T Davis 

(HEAD TEACHER) 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Please note the times for Masses over the Christmas Season. In particular, those of you who are preparing for the 

sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation should make time to celebrate Mass with your children. 

 
Thursday 7th December  Carol Service Years 2,3,5,6        2pm 

Friday 8th December Carol Service (repeated) Years 2,3,5,6      9:15am 

Friday 8th December  Christmas Fete 3:30-6pm 

Tuesday 12th December Parishioners’ Christmas meal 12:45pm 

Tuesday 12th December  Army Reserve Carol Service (School Choir) 8pm Our Lady’s Church 

Wednesday 13th December  2pm - Nativity Y1 and Y4  (Repeated at 6:30pm) 

Thursday 14th December School Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 14th December Nursery Nativity 10:30am (morning pupils) 2:30pm (afternoon pupils) 

Friday 15th December  Reception Nativity (held in Church) 1:45pm 

Monday 18th December School Council and Choir visit local residential home for carol singing 

Tuesday 19th December Christmas Disco EYFS/KS1 3pm; KS2 4:30pm 

Tuesday 19th December  Y5/6 visit to the Old Rep Theatre – to see Alice in Wonderland 

Wednesday 20th December Break up for Christmas. School closes at 2:10pm (including Nursery) 

21st December – 1st January CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 2nd January SCHOOL CLOSED – INSET DAY 

Wednesday 3rd January Back to school 

Wednesday 3rd January Whole School Mass 9:15am 

Wednesday 10th January St Stephen’s Class Mass 9:15am 

Friday 12th January Class Assembly St Francis 9am 

Thursday 18th January Fife and Flute concert St Maximilian and St Mary Magdalene 9:15am  

Friday 19th January Class Assembly St Joseph 9am 

Friday 26th January Class Assembly St Stephen 9am 

Friday 2nd February  Class Assembly St Cecilia 9am 

Friday 9th February Class Assembly St Maximilian 9am 

Friday 9th February PTFA Quiz Night 7-10pm 

Friday 16th February INSET DAY – School Closed 

 

 

Advent and Christmas Services at St Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 

 

 First Mass of Christmas – 6pm CHRISTMAS EVE 

 The Night Mass of Christmas – 9pm CHRISTMAS EVE 

 The Mass of Christmas Day – 10am CHRISTMAS MORNING 

 


