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Dear Parents,
Things to celebrate:
Giving to Charity
A massive well done and thank you to you all for your generosity in recent fundraising for charity. This is
an important part of what it means to be a Catholic school and I am so impressed with how you embrace
this as a community. We raised a total of £268.05 for the Mayoral Charities and £221.20 for the Street
Child organisation. The school has received thanks from both of these beneficiaries.
“It is good to experience being able to help those less fortunate than ourselves.’ Grace Y6
‘Giving to charity helps us to see with our hearts.’ Mr Flanagan
Thank you also to those of you who have sent your small change in to school for the Good Shepherd
Appeal. This money is donated to Father Hudson’s Homes – a Catholic Charity that works with
vulnerable families and adults with learning difficulties.

Liturgical Services
It has been wonderful that so many of our children have received the Sacraments of Holy Communion,
Reconciliation and Confirmation this term. Thank you to the families who attended, both for their support
to the children and their reverence throughout the ceremonies. The children were a credit to yourselves
and the school. Overall, 70 children received the sacraments. This is an excellent commitment to the
continuation of their journey in faith.
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Crowning of Mary
Each May we celebrate Mary, the Mother of Jesus, through our Crowning Service. Every year this is
such a beautiful service as a result of your flower donations. The children lay these at the feet of Our
Lady on their way into the hall and she is crowned with roses. The children then take a flower and pass
on the love of Our Lady to their mothers/carers.

Y6 Residential Visit to Towers Outdoor Pursuits Centre

The weekend following the SATs exams, Y6 visited the
Towers Outdoor Educational Pursuits Centre – Capel Curig,
Wales, accompanied by Miss Jackson, Mrs Willoughby, Mr
Bradbury and Miss Morris. Some of you may remember this
experience from your own school days! The pupils were
commended by the Towers staff for their manners, team
work and willingness to push themselves beyond their
comfort zones. They engaged in many activities including
climbing, canoeing and gorge walking to name a few. Thank
you to the staff for giving their time free of charge in order to
make this visit affordable.
.
‘’Gorge walking was exhilerating! It was funny when we got our boots wet…
it stopped us from overheating!’ Patrick, Y6
‘It was good to be put into differenct groups and work with different people.’ Scarlett Y6
‘’Towers was a fun but challenging experience.’ Chris, Y6
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CAR PARKING – Thank you!
I need to extend a massive thank you to you for managing the changes to the
parking. Whilst there have been a few challenges that these changes have
presented, mainly for our Nursery parents, the benefits have far outweighed
the difficulties caused. I am now confident that we are not having traffic
repeatedly attempting to reverse out onto the Stafford Road whilst our
children are crossing. These arrangements are therefore going to remain in
place for the foreseeable future. If you find that the gate is locked, please call
the office and we will come and let you in.

Response to parent feedback
Reports – From September the structure of reports to parents will be changing. You will receive a
tracker report each term, so that you can view the ongoing progress and attainment of your child. This
report will build across the year and will begin with the end of year data from the previous year. I hope
that this will be a clearer view of how your child is doing over time. I would welcome your feedback.
Open classrooms – There will be an opportunity for those of you that can make it, to pop into your
child’s classroom and see their books early in the new term. This term, as we are nearing the end of the
year, the books will be sent home to you.
Access to newsletters/information
As well as via Marvellousme, this newsletter is available on the school website. There is also a hard
copy on the outdoor noticeboards and a few printed copies in the school lobby/entrance.
Other news:
Y4 multiplication checks
You may or may not be aware that online multiplication checks will be compulsary for the Y4 pupils from
next year (i.e. children who are currently in Y3). In order to help us prepare for this new assesment, we
are making use of the trial materials this year with the current Y4. They have already had a practise and
will complete their official ‘trial’ check on Monday. The format of the check is that one multiplication
question is presented on a computer screen – i.e. 4x6= ___ and the pupil has to fill in the gap. The
check does not give them any feedback, it merely presents the 25 questions in succession. You can
support them with prepartion by letting them access Times Table Rockstars at the weekend. Questions
will go up to the 12 times tables. Teachers will receive the feedback in order to help them plan for the
following academic year – individual scores are not shared.
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Financial challenge
Many of you will have heard/seen the copius reports on the news over the past couple of years
regarding school funding. This is a very challenging time for schools. In our case, the budget is not
increasing whilst costs are increasing significantly. In order to manage the school budget I have had to
make some difficult decisions recently regarding staffing. Last year we said goodbye to Mrs Ashworth
and Miss Barrett and at the end of this term we will say goodbye to Mrs Lys. These posts have had to
come to an end for financial reasons only. We are very lucky to have had the support of these
colleagues, some who have supported the school for many years.
As a parent you may have noticed that we are asking you for increased contributions. This is because
the school budget is insufficient to provide activities/resources that are beyond the general curriculum.
Thank you for working with us with regards to off-site visits – these costs have increased slightly.
Historically, the school used to contribute a larger percentage towards such events, which is something
that cannot be sustained.
Those of you with children in Reception will be aware that Mrs Taylor, Mrs Campbell and Mrs
Geoghegan took part in the Brewood 50k cycle challenge last Saturday – in the pouring rain! They
completed this in a very admirable 3.5 hours and did themselves proud. They chose to raise funds for
buying new a wooden kitchen, which will improve the facilities for our Reception children. Well done to
them and thank you to those who donated.

Piano Tuition
Despite Miss Barrett leaving last year, she has continued to offer private tuition for the Piano
after school on a Thursday. She has a couple of vacancies to take on more pupils. If you are
interested in this, please phone the school office and Miss Barrett will get back to you.
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Finally, there will be another newsletter before the end of term, which will confirm the INSET
days for the next academic year. However, you can see the general term dates below.
Thank you all for you’re the support that you give to your children – they make us smile every
day!

Yours sincerely,

Mrs T Davis
(HEAD TEACHER)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Monday 17th June *
Monday 17th June
Tuesday 18th June
Thursday 20th June*
Friday 21st June
Sunday 23rd June

Wednesday 26th June
Friday 28th June
Monday 1st July*
Monday 1st July*
Tuesday 2nd July
Wednesday 3rd July*
Wednesday 3rd – 5th
Thursday 4th July
Thursday 4th July
Friday 5th July
Monday 8th July*
Tuesday 9th July*
Wednesday 10th July
Thursday 11th July
Friday 12th July
Friday 12th July
Monday 15th July*
Wednesday 17th July
Thursday 18th July
Friday 19th July
Friday 19th July

Y4 multiplication checks
Children’s University graduation at Wolverhampton University (pm)
Children’s University graduation at St Anthony’s (am)
Athletics City level heats @ Aldersley Stadium (this date has moved)
St Francis’ Assembly
Deanery event - Corpus Christi procession (Y3 pupils who took Holy
Communion to parade in City Centre) pm – THIS HAS BEEN
CANCELLED BY THE DEANERY
St Stephen’s and St Cecilia’s Class Mass 9:15am
St Joseph’s Class Assembly
St Edmund’s Induction day Y6
St Francis and Nursery pm children visit Conkers (Nursery closed to
morning children)
SPORTS DAY – Nursery 8:45am, Reception 9:45-10:45, KS1 11-12
and KS2 1:30-3:00pm
RESERVE SPORTS DAY IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER
Our Lady and St Chad Induction Y6
St Mary Magdalene and St Maximilian Instrumental Concert 9am
PTFA AGM 3:15pm ALL WELCOME
Dress-down day – please bring a bottle for the summer fete
Parent Workshop – Early writing, for Nursery afternoon children 12:301:15pm
Year 1 and 2 Dudley Zoo visit
St Patrick and St Bernadette Class Mass 9:15am
City Athletics Finals– after school @ Aldersley Stadium
Y6 Catholic Schools Mass at St Michael’s Church 1:30pm
Summer Fete 3:30-6pm
Mrs Smith (Nursery) and Miss Bodura (St Gregory) return to school
today
Oliver Production 6:45pm Theatre Club
Leavers’ Assembly 9:00am
Whole School Mass 9:15am
Break up for the Summer 2:10pm (including Nursery)
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