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Mission Statement 
 

Within the Catholic setting of our school, we at St Anthony’s are working to prepare the children in our care 

to take their places in a multi-cultural society, developing in them a sense of peace, justice and respect. 

 

St Anthony’s is a caring school that aims to provide a high quality education to all our pupils within a secure 

and environment.  We hope that they will leave us with confidence, positive memories and a value of their 

time here. 

Our school aims are: 

To provide a secure, caring and stimulating environment in which the school and the home are partners, 

and in which all children will be encouraged: 

 To develop their potential as unique individuals. 

 To develop an awareness of their own self-worth in order that they might become responsible and 

self-disciplined members of society. 

 To become active and independent participants in the learning process. 

 To develop self-motivation and pride in their work. 

To provide education in line with national legislation and local authority guidelines 

To plan and deliver a broad and balanced curriculum to enable all our pupils to develop their social, 

intellectual and physical potential. 

To provide equal opportunities for all our children to develop and extend their social, intellectual and 

physical potential. 

To provide equal opportunities for all our children to develop and extend their moral and cultural capacities, 

whilst fostering an awareness of, and respect for, the beliefs and practices of other communities. 

 

Reading Policy and practice at St Anthony’s 

 

 

Our aims:  

 To develop a love of books and reading.  

 To develop reading strategies and skills: decoding, fluency, accuracy, understanding and response 

to different texts.  

 To read and enjoy a variety of texts from a variety of sources: reading schemes, class book corners, 

ICT bug club and home.  

 To create a strong, embedded reading culture through a rich language environment within 

classrooms and the wider school environment.  

 To deliver a structured and consistent whole school approach to reading.  

 To recognise the value of parents / carers as essential components in supporting and developing 

children’s reading skills and love of reading.  

 To rigorously monitor and assess children’s progress in reading and identify those who require extra 

support and intervene at an early stage.  

 



 

 

 

 

Phonics teaching (RWI) 

The way reading is taught at St Anthony’s is through synthetic phonics. This is a systematic approach to 

teaching children the sounds that make up words. Words are broken down into the sounds they’re made up 

from and then these sounds are ‘blended’ together to make the word. So, for example, with ‘dog’, children 

learn the sounds the letters d, o, and g make separately and then how they blend to say ‘dog’.  When 

children say the separate sounds in a word, we refer to this as ‘Fred talk’, ie “d-o-g”                                                                     

Note that it’s the sounds the letters make that are important at this stage and not the letter names (i.e. not 

‘ay’, ‘bee’ as in the alphabet song etc). Phonics also helps children spell as they can hear the sounds in a 

word and then translate them back into the letters needed 

Teachers will start off with simpler single letter sounds (typically s,a,t,p,i,n) and then move to those which 

involve two letters such as ‘oi’, ‘ou’ and ‘ai’, or more e.g. ‘igh’, ‘ough’ or ‘eigh’. Again, how quickly they 

progress through the sounds will vary. 

Learning the letter sounds is the first step. The really important aspect is to teach the children what to do 

with them, how to blend them together for reading and how to listen for them in a word to spell it. Start 

simply with CVC words [consonant vowel consonant words, such as cat, hat, hop] and gradually introduce 

longer and more complex words. These words which can be read by blending are referred to as ‘green 

words’. 

Some words such as ‘friend’ can’t be decoded easily, either because a child hasn’t covered the more 

complicated sounds of English yet or where a word is irregular (it does not follow the phonic pattern). They 

might need other strategies to work these words out, including looking at context, sounding out some of the 

word if part of it is regular and using that to work out the rest of it, and thinking of other words that look the 

same and could provide clues. (These are called tricky words or red words).  

 

Reading books will be given to Reception children at the start of the year. Initial books may just have 

pictures where parents can share the story and ask children to guess what happens next. These books will 

be supported with the names of the characters and the Stage 1 sounds that the children will need to learn. 

A reading diary is also sent home with the book. This is designed for parents and school to log reading and 

communicate on any relevant issues such as what they have done well or what was tricky. 

 

Reading to understand 

Comprehension is key. If pupils don’t understand the text, then they will struggle to enjoy reading. It is 

important that pupils aren’t rushed through the scheme if they are successfully decoding, but are not fluent 



 

 

in comprehending. (Books that are too difficult will not accelerate reading progress – in fact these 

may turn emergent readers into reluctant readers). 

The RWI phonic programme includes elements of comprehension, the teaching of grammar and purpose of 

punctuation. It also assesses reading fluency. Pupils are heard reading in small groups, with a partner and 

on a daily basis. 

 

 

 

Early Years 

 Firstly, children are taught to have good listening behaviours. They are listening and distinguishing 

between sounds in the environment.  

 Children are introduced to the initial stage 1 RWI sounds once they have demonstrated these 

listening skills.  

 They have a well-stocked book area for independent access to books, to encourage the joy of 

reading.  

 The class teacher shares class stories using a range of texts three times a week but also if there is 

a story focus for their Literacy session.  

 Children are heard read every day through their RWI sessions.  

 All children are heard read once every week with their own reading book. These are changed when 

parents sign to say they have completed or when the teacher or teaching assistant completes one 

with them. Children should be heard read at home to support the learning that is happening at 

school. 

 

 

Year 1/2  

 Pupils who remain on the programme are heard read each day with their reading partner.  

 All children are heard read once every two weeks with their own reading book. These are changed 

when parents sign to say they have completed or when the teacher or teaching assistant completes 

one with them. Children should also heard read at home to support the learning that is happening at 

school. 

 All children are heard read once every three weeks in a guided reading session.  

 All children work through an online reading resource called Bug Club where they access a range of 

books and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) activities. During this time reading skills 

such as inference, deduction, choice of language, themes and conventions and responding to the 

text are taught and assessed every half term, through comprehension activities. 



 

 

 Children have access to a well-stocked book area and the class teacher shares a class story 

throughout the week. 

 

 

Year 3/4 

 All children are heard read once every three weeks in a guided reading session.  

 All children work through an online reading resource called Bug Club where they access a range of 

books and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) activities. During this time reading skills 

such as inference, deduction, choice of language, themes and conventions and responding to the 

text are taught and assessed every half term, through comprehension activities. 

 Children have access to a well-stocked book area and the class teacher shares class stories 

throughout the week. 

 Children on Free Readers (those who have progressed off the scheme) are encouraged to write a 

reading review expressing their understanding of the text before changing their book. 

 A very small minority of pupils may still require phonic level support. This will be provided through 

1:1 or small group intervention. They will not be sent to KS1 reading sessions. 

 Pupil premium children are offered access to a Kindle club. This provides pupils with selected texts 

on a Kindle to work on at home and school. 

 Children have access to a well-stocked book area in their classroom. 

 Children should also be heard to read at home, supporting the learning that is happening at school. 

Pupils can sign independently to show what they have read. Signatures and comments from parents 

are welcomed. 

 

Year 5/6 

 All children work through an online reading resource called Bug Club where they access a range of 

books and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) activities. During this time reading skills 

such as inference, deduction, choice of language, themes and conventions and responding to the 

text are taught and assessed every half term, through comprehension activities. 

 Pupil premium and targeted children work through comprehension activities in an intervention group 

once a week.  

 Pupil premium children are offered access to a Kindle club. This provides pupils with selected texts 

on a Kindle to work on at home and school. 

 The class teacher can choose to set Bug Club reading homework or reading comprehension. 

Engagement with Bug Club is monitored via the teacher’s access to the system.  



 

 

 Pupils will be given a ‘Reading Challenge’ – This is a list of 50-100 recommended texts which 

covers a wide range of writing styles, fiction and non-fiction, but also allows for individual pupil 

choice. Pupils can choose if they wish to complete book reviews or recommendations. 

 Pupils are also regularly presented with extended text extracts that they read as a class or 

individually, across a range of subjects. 

 

 

Rewarding reading 

 

Pupils are rewarded throughout school for their efforts with reading. 

 

 Pupils in Phase 1 receive certificate for learning high frequency words. 

 Pupils in Phases 2 and 3 receive a certificate for every three reviews that they complete. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Phase 0 

 
Phase 1 

 
Phase 2 

 
Phase 3 

 
School 
 
 

 
 
Pupils are taught to hear 
initial sounds in the 
environment. 
 
Pupils are introduced to 
initial sounds from phase 1 

 
 
Pupils are taught synthetic 
phonics (Read, Write Inc) 
 
They are heard reading 
daily in partners. 
 
Pupils should know set 1 
and Set 2 sounds. 

 
 
Pupils are taught synthetic 
phonics (Read, Write Inc) 
 
Revise set 2 and learn set 
3 sounds. 
 
Read at fluency speed 70 
words per min. 

 
 
Pupils are taught synthetic 
phonics (Read, Write Inc) 
 
Revise set 2 and 3 sounds. 
 
Read at fluency speed 80-
100 words per min. 

Home 
 
 
 

 
 
Read and Re-read stories 
together. 
 
Allow children to access 
books independently. 
 
Use an interesting story 
telling voice. 

 
 
Children will have a home 
reader. 
 
 
 
Hear them read/share the 
story daily. 

 
 
Children will have a home 
reader and be encouraged 
to read frequently, re-
reading the book where 
necessary. 
 
Children to be questioned 
about familiar and un 
familiar words. 

 
 
Children will have a home 
reader and be encouraged 
to read frequently, re-
reading the book where 
necessary.  
 
A focus on fluent reading 
 
Children to be questioned 
about familiar and un 
familiar words. 



 

 

Impact Assessment 

The content of this policy has been considered for the equal access of all pupil groups, as stated in the 

equality and diversity policy.  

 

Appendices 

 

Appendix 1 (RWI Book Progression) 

 

RWI (Speed sounds) 

Formative assessment is integral to Read Write Inc. Phonics. The series is built around a rigorous 
synthetic phonics progression that supports the development of children’s reading skills through 
Foundation and KS1, and beyond if required. 
Children are placed in homogenous groups and their progress is constantly monitored through the 
teaching process. 
• Children are grouped using the Assessment and Tracker Grid in the Phonics Teaching Handbook.  
Groups are re-assessed at four weeks and then every eight weeks. Groups are re-organised if children 
have progressed beyond their groups. 
• Assessments cover accuracy and fluency in reading, including knowledge of grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences, sound blending, phonically regular words and non-words up to multi-syllabic words.  
- plan precisely which grapheme-phoneme correspondences a child needs to learn next, the child’s 
next fluency target, and which accompanying Read Write Inc. Storybooks the child should read next. 
- ensure that, if necessary, a child receives intensive one-to-one tutoring to keep up with their peers so 
they all meet the expectations of the Phonics Screening Check and KS1 expectations. 
- identify any child at KS2 with poor reading that needs a structured phonic reading programme to 
ensure they catch up with their peers. 
- report regularly to parents and, where pupils move to other schools, provide clear information about 
each pupil’s strengths, weaknesses and progress towards the end of key stage expectations. 
 
The Read Write Inc. Speed sounds lessons follow a careful progression, with sounds being introduced 
sequentially in a structured and systematic way. The broad order follows three sets:  
* Set 1 teaches the most common sound-letter correspondences:  
m a s d t / i n p g o / c k u b / f e l h sh r / j v y w / th z ch qu x ng nk 
  
* Set 2 Speed sounds teaches alternative vowel sounds: ay ee igh ow oo oo ar or air ir ou oy  
 
* Set 3 Speed sounds is made up of alternative spellings of Set 2 sounds: ea oi e a-e i-e o-e u-e aw are 

ur er ow ai oa ew ire ear ure  

The pupils are grouped in accordance to their phonic knowledge into the following groups:        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New Speed Sound 
To Learn 

Review Progression of 
storybooks and get 
writing 

Assessment criteria for 
groupings 

Set 1 and blending   Must set 1 sounds known. 

 Set 1 and 
blending 

Paper Ditty  (1-10) 
Red Ditty ( 1-10) 

Must know all set 1 
sounds at speed and most 
green words and 
nonsense words. 

Set 2  Set 1 and 
blending 

Green set 1 (1 -10) All set 1 and most words 
in Fred Talk and Fred in 
the head and most 
nonsense words. 

Set 2 Set 1 and 
blending 

Purple set 2 (1 – 10) All set 1 and most words 
in Fred Talk and Fred in 
the head and most 
nonsense words. 

Teach letter names Set 1 and 2 Pink set 3 (1 – 10) The 6 sounds in set two 
speedily,  most Fred talk 
and Fred in the head and 
nonsense words. 

Teach Set 3 Set 1 and 2 Orange set 4 (1 – 10) The 6 sounds in set two 
speedily, most Fred talk 
and Fred in the head and 
nonsense words, must 
focus on reading. 

Teach Set 3 Set 1 and 2 Yellow set 5 (1 – 10) Most words in Fred in the 
head and nonsense words 

Teach Set 3 Set 1 and 2 Blue set 6 (1 – 10) The sounds speedily Fred 
in the head and nonsense 
words and read a passage 
at 70 wpm. 

Teach Set 3 Set 1 and 2 Grey set 7 (1 – 10) The sounds speedily most 
Fred in the head and 
nonsense words and read 
at a speed of 80 wpm 

  Literacy and language Most words in Fred in the 
head and nonsense words 
and read at a speed of 
100 wpm and reads with 
intonation that shows 
comprehension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 2 (Example of reading challenge) 

100 Book Challenge 

 The challenge is straightforward – how many of these books can you read by the end of the 

school year?  

 Numbers 100-110 can be books of your own choice; maybe ones that you have already read 

this year (NOT Bug Club). 

Non-fiction 

Fiction   

Poetry 

Plays 

BOOK TITLE   Date Signed 
(parent) 

1. 101 Things…   

2. Why the Whales Came    

3. The Jungle Book   

4. Talking Turkeys   

5. Badlidrempt   

6. Lizard WC  

7. Tyke Tyler BW  

8. Private Peaceful   

9. The Owl Servce   

10. The Buddha & the 
Elephant 

  

11. Frindle EB  

12. A Time to Fight Back   

13. 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea 

  

14. Occasions   

15. Journey to the River Sea   

16. Awesome Egyptians DS  

17. Blubber   

18. Hacker LC  

19. No Gun for Asmir   

20. Robinson Crusoe   

21. Five Children & It   

22. Demon Headmaster NW  

23. Clockwork   

24. Endill Swift   

25. The Beak Speaks   



 

 

26. The Kite Rider   

27. Theo’s Time   

28. Through the Looking-
Glass 

  

29. Carrie’s War   

30. The Mennyms   

31. The Railway Children MH  

32. The World of Norm   

33. Stig of the Dump   

34. Daring World War 2 
Stories 

  

35. The Falcon’s Malteser   

36. Neverending Story   

37. Once ZW  

38. The Scarecrow & His 
Servant 

  

39. Jacqueline Hyde   

40. The Box of Delights   

41. The Wreck of the 
Zanzibar 

  

42. The Indian in the 
Cupboard 

  

43. Maphead   

44. Tom’s Midnight Garden HB  

45. The Silver Sword   

46. I am David   

47. Krindlekrax   

48. The Ghost of Thomas 
Kempe 

PLC  

49. The Dark is Rising JL  

50. Desert Danger   

51. James & the Giant Peach KC  

52. My Friend Walter   

53. Red, White & Blue   

54. The Suitcase Kid SP, 
YG 

 

55. Legend of Spud Murphy   

56. Ruby Holler   



 

 

57. Amazing Voyage of the 
Cucumber Sandwich 

  

58. Crack Another Yolk   

59. Conflict   

60. Games & Pastimes   

61. Riddle of the Frozen 
Phantom 

  

62. Vehicles   

63. Kensuke’s Kingdom   

64. Secrets of the Mummies   

65. The Hobbit   

66. The Fifth Child   

67. Through Time & Space   

68. Bible Project Book   

69. Butterfly Lion   

70. Dreaming in Black & 
White 

  

71. Burning Up   

72. The Midnight Fox   

73. The Angell of Nitshill 
Road 

  

74. Pirates!   

75. Danger on the Mountain   

76. Travelling Light   

77. Atlantis   

78. Antarctic Adventure AJB  

79. Harry Potter   

80. Aquira   

81. Then   

82. Diary of the Whimpy Kid FA  

83. Gangster Granny   

84. The Midnight Gang   

85. The Lord of the Rings   

86. Percy Jackson: Lightning 
Thief 

  

87. Matilda   

88. The Fantastic Five   

89. The Faraway Tree   

90. Cool   



 

 

91. Timmy Failure: Mistakes   

92. A Series of Unfortunate 
Events: the bad beginning 

  

93. Dork Diaries MU/HA  

94. The Runaway King JF  

95. Religions of the World PM  

96. The Wedding Ghost   

97. Facts and Records: space   

98. Bill Gates/Anita Roddick   

99. Earthways Earthwise   

100.    

101.    

102.    

103.    

104.    

105.    

106.    

107.    

108.    

109.    

110.    

 

100 Book Challenge 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 3  - Example of a good 

reading record with parental involvement 

 

 


